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With Thessaloniki at its heart, a new award  
of pan-European status and scope has been 
instituted, the Empress Theophano Prize.
With the symbolic selection of the name 
of Byzantine Empress Theophano – whose 
contribution was critical in the cultural rebirth 
of the Western European region – and with the 
Rotunda for the Award Ceremony – a landmark 
monument signifying the Roman, Byzantine, 
Orthodox, Ottoman,  
and Greek influence on the shaping of Europe –  
the award aims to:

Reward individuals or organisations for their 
contribution to the understanding and 
strengthening of the modern European Idea;

Promote, at this crucial juncture, the recognition  
of the common heritage shared by different 
geographic areas of Europe and the historic 
interdependence of its peoples, as well as their 
importance to current European cooperation  
and the relations of Europe with its neighbouring 
cultures;

Underline and highlight the contributions  
of the parties receiving the prize, broadening our 
understanding of the European Union, European 
cooperation, and our common roots in history.
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The emblematic monument of Thessaloniki, was 
constructed in the early 4th century AD, on the turning 
point between the pagan with the Christian world, 
probably as a temple for ancient cult worship or as a 
mausoleum for Constantine the Great (306-337). This 
circular, domed building measures 29.80 meters in height, 
24.50 meters in diameter, its walls are 6.30 meters thick 
and can only be compared architecturally to the Pantheon 
in Rome. Not long after it was built and during the early 
years of the long-lived Byzantine Empire (330-1453), the 
Rotunda was turned into a Christian church with the 
addition of a sanctuary on its eastern side. The interior 
was decorated with Early Byzantine (4th- 6th c. AD) wall 
mosaics of unique artistry and beauty. It was Thessaloniki’s 
cathedral church (metropolis) between 1524 and 1591, 
the year in which it was converted to a mosque by the 
Ottoman conquerors. It remained in use as a mosque until 
the city’s liberation in 1912. Its dedication since that time 
to Saint George (Agios Georgios) is owing to the small 
neighboring church of this name. The mosaic decoration of 
the Rotunda is a masterpiece of Late Antique art. 

Text source: galeriuspalace.culture.gr/en/monuments/rotonta/

THE ROTUNDA MONUMENT



18:30 Welcome Remarks by Presenter, 
 Prof. Dimitris Keridis

18:32 Short Film
 about the Rotunda Monument 

18:35 Address by the Greek Prime Minister, 
 Kyriakos Mitsotakis 

18:45 Welcome Speech 
 by Stavros Andreadis, 
 President of Governing Council 

18:55 Prize Speech 
 by Herman Count van Rompuy, 
 President of Advisory Council 

19:10 Award Announcement – jointly by 
 the Presidents of the Theophano 
 Foundation’s Councils

19:15 Prize Winner’s Speech by the President
 of the European Commission, 
 Ursula von der Leyen 

19:40 Music Composition 
 “The Music of Rotunda” by Greek  

composer, Dimitris Maramis, 
 accompanied by Video Mapping Projection  

20:00 End of Event 

AWARD CEREMONY
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For the award of the Empress Theophano Prize 
Jan Vanriet made an original watercoloured 
drawing of a elegant woman’s silhouette with a 
warm yellow brush stroke that may refer to the 
sophistication and the richness of the Byzantine 
art – this in contrast with a smaller blue stroke 
referring to the reticence of Carolingian society.

The represented 
figure is an ‘open’ one: 
a person that is willing 
to receive the specific 
spiritual, symbolic and 
educational values of 
a different culture and 
to assemble these;   
a leading woman  
as an ambassador for 
both the East and  
the West of Europe. 

The Byzantine figure fits into Vanriet’s recent work 
as shown in his exhibition Collected Stories that 
brings a series of oil paintings inspired by ancient 
Roman and Greek statues from the collection 
of the ‘Glyptothek’ in Munich.  Also here the 
drawings of the figures are ‘enlightened’ with 
polychromic abstractions and discrete colourfields.

THE AWARD ARTWORK  & ARTIST

www.theophano.eu



The Music of Rotunda by Dimitris Maramis is a 
short elegiac liturgy without lyrics for eight singers 
and a string quartet. The inspiration of the work’s 
conception and form is traced to the particularity 
of the Rotunda’s large dome, the long-lasting echo 
which is incorporated into the composition.

It is a composition specially designed so that 
the harmonies do not interfere with the natural 
echoes, but on the contrary the musical phrases 
are clearly heard and during the pauses they fade 
away in the otherworldly delay of the echo thus 
creating an utterly mystical atmosphere.

Composer: Dimitris Maramis

8tetto

Soprano Lito Messini, Peni Deligianni
Mezzo-soprano Sofia Malama,  Antonia Tzitzika
Tenor Stratis Steele,  Alexandros Komnas
Βass Ilias Kapantais, Dimitris Alexoudis
 
String quartet

Violin Konstantinos Pavlakos
Viola Dimosthenis Fotiadis
Cello Mirto Talakoudi
Contrabass Mihail Sapountzis 

MUSIC COMPOSITION
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VIDEO MAPPING

The unique mosaics of Rotunda are being 
brought closer to us and presented on the 
northern niches of the monument, in a video 
mapping performance that aims to be  
a visual narration: from nature to human,  
from surroundings to intellectuality,  
from man to people, to community and  
our common ground of culture and ideals.   

Concept 
Christos Helmis, Colibri  
Vicky Papadimitriou, Theophano Foundation 

Design & Artistic Direction
Stathis Mitsios
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